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EU Agencies

https://euagencies.eu/

EFCA

https://euagencies.eu/


Basic facts

• Legal basis: Regulation (EU) 2019/473 on the European 
Agency for Fisheries Control

• Headquarters:Vigo (Spain), relocated in 1 July 2008

• Operational from 1 January 2007



EFCA Organisation
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Promote the highest common standards for control, inspection and 

surveillance under the CFP
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Organises operational coordination of fisheries control and inspection activities by the Member States and 

assists them to cooperate so as to comply with the rules of the CFP



General objectives

Compliance

Level playing field

Cost-efficiency



EFCA Multiannual programming
2022-2026

Multiannual objectives Areas of intervention

1. Enhanced coordination of fisheries monitoring control and surveillance Operational Coordination

2. Promote compliance through an effective and harmonised application of

Union inspection procedures
Assistance to Cooperation

3. Assist the EU in its international dimension in accordance with article 30

CFP Regulation
International Dimension

4. Provide operational support to national authorities in Coast Guard

functions
EU cooperation on Coast Guard



How EFCA is empowered to work in the 
international dimension?

Based on :

▪ CFP Basic Regulation (Article 30) 
▪ EFCA Founding Regulation
▪ EFCA’s remit for IUU and RFMOs in other EU specific legislation

And following :

▪ the Working Arrangements on EFCA’s international activities between the European 
Commission and EFCA

And on specific request of the European Commission (DG Mare) :

▪ EFCA assists the Union to cooperate with third countries and international organisations 
dealing with fisheries including RFMOs, to strengthen operational coordination and 
compliance. 



• A Multiannual International Relations

Strategy" should be set up between EFCA

and DG MARE

• This Multiannual International Relations

Strategy will be incorporated in the EFCA

SPD which is adopted by the EFCA’s

Administrative Board.

• This provides the basis to organise and

foresee EFCA work in international

dimension

Procedure for the definition the strategy

Working arrangements between DG MARE and EFCA 

as regards EFCA’s international activities



Stability of tasks in respect of 2021

Areas of intervention:

• Support to RFMOs and control WG and fora with Third 
Countries 

• Operational activities for implementation of GFCM 
Recommendations

• Capacity building in the framework of SFPAs

• Fight IUU at international level

• Other actions: Projects

Annex XII SPD 2022-2026:
Strategy for cooperation with Third Countries 

and/or international organisations



Areas of intervention: 

Support to RFMOs and control WG and fora with 

Third Countries: Operational activities

EFCA implements the EU contribution to the

International Control schemes of NAFO, NEAFC,

ICCAT and GFCM through 2 JDPs in cooperation

with EU MS, including through deployment of

EFCA chartered means

It includes:

- Dedicated workshops for risk management

- Exchange of inspectors

- Implementation of pilot projects

- Seminar for inspectors



Areas of intervention: 

Support to RFMOs and control WG and fora with 

Third Countries: Support to EU Delegation

Support to the EU Delegation in meetings of ICCAT, 

GFCM, NAFO and NEAFC in

• Plenary meetings

• Dedicated Control Committees: CoC, STACFAD, 

PECMAC, PWC...

• Technical support for preparation of proposals

Includes Chairmanships of Committees in ICCAT as: 

• PWC

• WG Capacity building

• WG Electronic Monitoring systems

• eBCD WG



Areas of intervention: 

Support to RFMOs and control WG and fora with 

Third Countries

Support to the EU in control WG and fora with 

Third Countries: 

• North Atlantic Coastal Agreements

• EU- Norway

• Trilateral EU-Norway-UK

• Russia

• United Kingdom

What activities?

• Technical support

• Organisation of joint Seminars

• Participation in fact-finding missions

• Joint teams of inspectors

• Joint projects for new technologies



Areas of intervention: 

Operational activities for the implementation of 

GFCM recommendations

EFCA support the implementation of the measures

adopted under the GFCM in the following areas:

➢Strait of Sicily

➢Black Sea

➢Ionian and Levant Seas

➢Adriatic Sea

It includes:

- JDP implementation

- Dedicated workshops

- Exchange of inspectors

- Support to pilot projects



Areas of intervention: 

Capacity building in the framework of Sustainable 

Fisheries Partnership Agreements (SFPAs) 

EFCA support in Third Countries covered by SFPAs and

included as beneficiary in EFCA dedicated projects:

• West Africa: PESCAO (until 2023)

• South Indian Ocean: ECOFISH (on-going discussions)

Activities:

• Assistance in joint control operations

• Capacity building

• Risk management



Areas of intervention: 

Support to the fight against IUU fishing at 

international level

EFCA support the EU in the fight against IUU fishing and the

implementation of the IUU Regulation

Main activities :

- Implementation of Catch Certificate: Catch project,

methodologies of control

- Capacity building at international level + specific projects

- Analysis of information on IUU activities

- Analysis of catch certificates and interaction with Third

Countries

- Contribution to PSMA



Some figures of EFCA external dimension

Area Results

JDPs implemented 2 (MED, NAFO- NEAFC)

RFMOS in which EFCA is involved 4 (NAFO, NEAFC, ICCAT, GFCM)

Countries to which EFCA cooperates 9 in Med, 4 North Atlantic, 13 West Africa

Missions/review of CC 5 per year

Training of Third Countries experts (2019) 91 trained officials

Operation of EFCA chartered means in RFMOs (2019) 160 days

Third Countries inspectors in EFCA means (2019) 9 exchanges



What is next?
EFCA new projects in the international dimension

Dedicated projects: 

- Provide additional 
funds/ressources

- Permit to extend EFCA activities in 
the international dimension

- Contributes to level playing field 
and cooperation policy

- Very positive experience so far!

PESCAO

• Legal support for review of legislation

• Support to two joint control operation of the SRFC

• Training provided on IUU Regulation and FMC

operators

• Support to set up FCWC FMC

Other International Projects (starting from 2022)

• e-fishmed, Virtual Regional Academy for

Mediterranean: contribution agreement being finalised

with DG MARE before end of 2021

• Support to fisheries control in Algeria: contribution

agreement being finalised with DEU Alger before end of

2021

• ECOFISH/Indian Ocean: Ongoing discussion for a

service contract



New areas of activities??

- Control Regulation
- New mandate to be received from Commission
- New mandate to be received from the legislator

(for example activities in additional RFMOs)

This may require additional resources 



➢The EFCA objectives can not be fully achieved if EFCA action 

is limited to the EU.

➢International dimension is an important part of the work of 

EFCA, and permit to extend the EU cooperation in control

➢It contributes to promote a culture of compliance and a level 

playing field for all the stakeholders

➢EFCA is being active supporting the EU in the RFMOS and 

their bilateral relations with good results

➢The dialogue with LDAC is very important in this context

➢EFCA is ready to be further engaged in this policy

Conclusions
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THANK YOU!
efca@efca.europa.eu

http://www.efca.europa.eu
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