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Social Dimension in the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)

➢ LDAC recommendations on labour and social affairs

➢ Commissioner Sinkevičius mandate: evaluate the CFP by 2022 
✓ Address issues not sufficiently covered → the social dimension 

➢ Social Partners & LDAC to make joint progress on safety and labour issues

➢ Management&Labour (TFEU): full autonomy, shall be consulted by the COM and 
contractual relations, including agreements

➢ Eurofound 2020 study identified Europêche (representing employers) and ETF 
(representing employees) as the most representative European level social partner 
organisations in the sea fisheries sector
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Policy Actions: EU Social Partners in the Fisheries Sector

➢ Impact of Covid-19 crisis on fisheries
o Fishermen recognized as vital professionals
o Free movement of fishing vessels’ crews
o Modification of EMFF
o Priority access to vaccine

➢ European Parliament resolution “Fishers for the Future”

➢ The STECF report on social indicators 

➢ Review of Directive on maritime accident investigation

➢ Resolution on human rights and labour abuses in South-East Asian fishing fleets

➢ Offshore wind energy and Commission strategy. Impact on fisheries
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Policy Actions EU Social Partners in the Fisheries Sector
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Areas of common interest: LDAC & Social Partners

ROADMAP

➢ Ratification & implementation standards on safety at sea and decent working conditions

➢ Harmonisation of professional training and certification of fishermen: STCW-F95

➢ Evaluate alternatives to Gross Tonnage and Kw as fishing capacity measurements for the 
benefit of safety and comfort of fishermen 

➢ Cross-border labour market services and migrant fishers

➢ Help develop Union standards based on the customs code to secure the necessary 
protection of health and life of humans 
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Areas of common interest: LDAC & Social Partners

ROADMAP

➢ Promote the inclusion of the ‘Social Clause’ in SFPAs and demand that the EU monitors 
and reports on the implementation of such provisions

➢ Foster labour and social standards in the area of Trade Agreements (ATQ/FTA/EFTA/GSP+)

➢ Jointly engage in consultations from FAO, IMO and ILO on socially sustainable fisheries
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Joint recommendations LDAC & Social Partners

✓ FAO guidelines on social sustainability in the fisheries value chain
❖ Collaboration UN bodies ILO-IMO-FAO
❖ Practical guide for companies and workers around the globe
❖ Benchmarking tool for social standard schemes and inform due diligence actions

✓ Level Playing Field
❖ European register for fishing vessels / countries: serious labour abuses
❖ Trade measures 
❖ Promote and secure effective measures to tackle labour abuse in RFMOs

✓ Joint letter on Safety and Labour Standards in the Fishing Sector
❖ Entry into force IMO Torremolinos Convention
❖ Proposal of EU Directive on STCW-F Convention
❖ Ratification of ILO C188
❖ Directive on social inspections system
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Many thanks for listening
Enjoy eating fish and shellfish!

Europêche is the 
representative body for 
the fishing industry 
in the European Union 

Contact the Secretariat:

Daniel Voces, Managing Director →
daniel.voces@europeche.org

Rosalie Tukker, Policy Advisor →
rosalie.tukker@europeche.org

“Our mission is to promote responsible and sustainable 
fishing practices that not only ensures a healthy and 
diverse marine environment but preserves an 
economically and socially sustainable fishing sector able 
to contribute to the growing world demand for healthy 
seafood.” Javier Garat, President of Europêche.

http://www.europeche.org

www.ifish.info 

twitter.com/EuropecheOrg

@europeche.org

europeche@europeche.org
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