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INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT THAT PROMOTES 
AWARENESS, TRANSPARENCY AND ACTION TO 
ENSURE FAIR SOCIAL PRACTICES AT THE SEA

We advocate for truly responsible fishing (social, 
environmental and economic) because only by protecting 
people and the ocean can we build a prosperous, fair and 
sustainable future.

PROTECTING THOSE WHO PROTECTS OUR OCEANS

www.handsfortheoceans.com
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CONDICIONES SANITARIAS PRODUCTO

BEST SANITARY STANDARDS

For more information: opagac@opagac.org



Hosted by Carmen Crespo, Chair of the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) on 30 
September, to present the responsible fishing standard being promoted by OPAGAC 
as a practical tool to help European retailers respond to the EU Forced Labour 
Regulation, which will apply from December 2027.

The hearing highlighted the need for credible, verifiable and enforceable 
mechanisms to ensure that seafood products placed on the European market are 
not linked to forced labour.

Fredi Seprizal, Indonesian Fisher Survivor of Forced Labour
Hariyanto Suwarno, SMBI Indonesia Union
Ekaiz Ohienarte, Spanish Fisher on board tuna vessel

Prof. Sallie Yea, La Trobe University Australia
Tariq Haq from the ILO
Ashley Aarons from Oxfam International
Juan Manuel Trujillo from ETF
Steve Trent from EJF

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT HEARING
Advancing the social dimension of sustainable fisheries



Advancing the social dimension of 
sustainable fisheries



Professor Sallie Yea presented alarming data: after 15 
years of research, she documented extreme 
conditions, injuries, deaths on board, and families 
who do not know the whereabouts of their loved 
ones. Furthermore, 94% of the fishers interviewed 
suffered from unpaid wages.

Former enslaved fisherman Fredi Seprizal recounted 
more than 16 months of exploitation on a Chinese-
flagged vessel

Indonesian Migrant Workers Union (SBMI) warned of 
988 registered cases in 2025 among migrant 
workers in the fishing sector related to forced labor, 
human trafficking, and unpaid wages.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT HEARING



THE GAP
Audits stop at the factory

Factory
Audited (SMETA, BSCI)

Vessel
No social certification

EU Forced Labour Regulation
Applies from Dec 2027

CSDDD
Retailers must verify suppliers

Proof of origin, down to 
the vessel

To fill it, we need to:

1 Evolve the APR

GSSI
Governance of the standard, as 
international players demand

Open to all fishing
Beyond tuna fishign vessels, to 
become an international 
reference for all type of fishing 

2 Build awareness of social fishing and the APR

Consumers
Demand for 
responsible fishing

Retailers
Make the APR 
relevant

Administration
Influence policy




