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What are the results?



SOME CASE STUDIES

Main lessons from ITUNNES for future 
biological monitoring with potential 

impact to RFMOs



SKJ (ICCAT) – Genetic markers

Very weak structure within the Atlantic (mixing)

South

North

26,500 genetic markers (SNPs)

BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE & SUSTAINED BIOLOGICAL MONITORING



YFT in Atlantic ocean (ICCAT)

• Whether eastern Atlantic 
yellowfin tuna exhibit the 
same growth patterns as 
those currently assumed in 
ICCAT?

• SA largely based on western 
Atlantic data

BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE & SUSTAINED BIOLOGICAL MONITORING



When Conservation Regulations for sensitive species Become 
a Barrier to Conservation Science

SIMPLIFICATION TO FACILITE RESEARCH ON SENSITIVE SPECIES



SIMPLIFICATION TO FACILITE RESEARCH ON SENSITIVE SPECIES

What can be done to ensure that regulations designed to protect 

biodiversity also enable the science needed to conserve it?

1. Establish a harmonized EU-wide framework for research permits and regulatory guidance, providing a clear 
and consistent pathway for projects involving sensitive species.

2. Strengthen coordination among key stakeholders (e.g., DG MARE, DG Environment, national competent 
authorities, RFMOs, SFPAs, and research institutions)

3. Develop centralized digital tools for permit management, a database of competent national and 
international authorities, and decision-support systems to help researchers navigate regulatory requirement

4. Facilitate and support multinational research initiatives through standardized documentation for 
streamlined transboundary sample and data exchanges.





Data visualisation
Open science for informed decisions

http://aztidata.es/BioTuna

http://aztidata.es/BioTuna
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Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European
Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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