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EWG 1906 CRITERIA
• ICCAT convention area embraces the Atlantic Ocean and covers >20 tuna/tuna-like species stocks. 

• Criteria for inclusion (same as EWG 1807 but with dependency reduced form 60% to 40%)

– Size: fleet segments over 24m LOA 

– Target species: highly migratory tuna and tuna like stocks. 

– High degree of dependency: ≥ 40% of landed value from ICCAT RA in 2017 or for the most part of 2014-2017. 

• INCLUDED (for the first time)

– 22 French purse seine vessels over 40m 

– 22 Spanish hook, pole and longline vessels (LLD) based in Canarias (IC) operating in ICCAT RA. 

– Spanish purse seiners (24 - 40m) operating in the North Atlantic (Bay of Biscay and NWW) targeting albacore and 
tropical tuna stocks in FAO 27. 

• EXCLUDED 
– 26 vessels from the Spanish purse seine fleet targeting tropical tuna in the Atlantic, with an estimated 16 000 tonnes of landings.

▪ The bulk (>71%) of these vessel’s catches take place in the Indian Ocean and, to a lesser extent, in the Pacific Ocean. 

▪ ICCAT species landed ranged between 27-32% over the period 2014-2016; and was only 21% of their total catch in 2017

– Irish Demersal trawlers/seiners between 24-40m (IRL NAO DTS 2440) 

– Irish Pelagic trawlers 24m-40m and over 40m LOA (IRL NAO TM 2440 and 40XX) 

– UK Pelagic trawlers over 40m (GBR NAO TM40XX NGI). 



Fleet segments (12) identified for analysis

1. Spain 

– ESP NAO HOK2440 LLD: Surface (drifting) longliners 24-40m LOA North Atlantic 

– ESP OFR HOK2440 LLD: Surface (drifting) longliners 24-40m LOA Other Fishing Regions 

– ESP NAO HOK2440 IC: Canarias Hook, pole and line 24-40m LOA North Atlantic / Canaries

– ESP NAO PS 2440 NGI: Purse seiners 24-40m LOA  North Atlantic 

– ESP NAO HOK2440 NGI: Hook, pole and line vessels 24-40m LOA North Atlantic 

– OFR HOK 2440 NGI: Hook, pole and line vessels 24-40m LOA Other Fishing Regions 

2. Portugal

– PRT NAO HOK2440 NGI Hook, pole & line, longliners 24-40m LOA North Atlantic 

– PRT NAO HOK2440 P3 Azorean pole and line vessels 24-40m LOA North Atlantic 

– PRT OFR HOK2440 IWE9. Pole & line, longliners 24-40m LOA International waters 

– PRT OFR HOK40XX IWE Pole & line, longliners > 40m LOA International waters 

– OFR HOK 2440 P2 Madeiran pole & line 24-40m LOA Other Fishing Regions 

3. France

– FRA OFR PS 40XX IWE Purse seiners > 40m LOA International waters  
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Trends in nominal catches 

According to official statistics, ICCAT nominal catches in the Atlantic, excluding 
Mediterranean stocks (MED and A+M stocks), amounted to 590 801 tonnes in 2017 



Trends in nominal catches 



Nominal catch by MS, 2010-2017 (Atlantic, all species, ex live discards) 

2017: Spain, France, Portugal and Ireland account for 99.8% of MS catches



• The majority of EU catches are taken from:
– East Atlantic stock 55%

– North Atlantic 30% 

– South Atlantic 12%. 

• Spain predominates in all stocks/areas:
– East Atlantic stock 62%

– North Atlantic 73% 

– South Atlantic 70%. 

Nominal catch by MS, 2010-2017 (Atlantic, all species, ex live discards) 



Trends in nominal catches



Trends in capacity, effort (days-at-sea) and landings for MS fleets with high 
dependency on ICCAT activity, 2004-2017 



Trends in landings for MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2014-2017 



Landings by species in weight (kg) for the MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity



Landings by species in value (€) for the MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity



Employment & average wage for MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2014-2017 



Labour productivity for MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2014-2017 



Economic Performance of MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2014-2017 
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Economic Performance of MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2014-2017 



Key parameter estimates for MS fleets with high dependency on ICCAT activity, 2017 







• The better economic performance (profit margin) reported for
hook and line and (to a lesser extent) surface longliners over
purse seiners can be partially explained by the higher fuel
efficiency of these vessels resulting in lower average fuel
consumed per day at sea, and, the average price paid for
much of their catch, in particular swordfish and blue shark.

• Tropical tuna, albacore, swordfish and blue shark are main
fisheries. For some - swordfish and blue shark - average price
remains high.

• Both low fuel costs and high average prices (for key stocks)
remained relatively stable in 2017 - this has contributed
positively to the economic performance of this fleet generally
and surface longliners and purse seiners in particular.



1. Better knowledge of the cost structure and improved information on landings (value 
and weight) for comparable fleets across Member States is required.

2. Atlantic bigeye: possible TAC reduction and more stringent management measures  
(skipjack, yellowfin and bigeye) could have economic consequences and might also 
displace fishing effort towards the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

3. MSE for tropical tuna key to setting objectives and improving management. There are 
significant information gaps for some parts of these fisheries. 

4. FADs Management measures may impact FAD dependant fisheries and the economic 
performance and profitability of the purse seiners and could, once again, bring about 
changes to fishing patterns and/or displacement of effort. 

5. HCR for Northern Atlantic Albacore Tuna in 2018, together with a 20% TAC increase 
has given increased certainty to EU operators, particularly in Spain and France, around 
future management of this stock using a set of clear rules. This could bring about 
increased landings by Spanish and French purse seiners and longliners from 2018 
onwards. 



6. Atlantic swordfish. Further scientific work is needed to get more reliable and robust 
data for both the North and South stocks. While total catches are below the EU TAC, at 
least one EU MS (Spain) is near full exploitation of its individual quota. 

7. - The adoption, in 2017, of measures designed to reduce fishing pressure and rebuild 
the northern stock of shortfin mako stock, including enhanced reporting of catch, 
release of alive individuals and survivability and catch composition, will likely have a 
short term economic impact. This could see lower landings in 2018 and beyond. 

8. - An amendment to the ICCAT Convention, extending its scope to sharks, has been 
discussed in the last two Annual meetings in 2016, 2017 and 2018 with the decision 
postponed. If adopted in 2019, sharks will become a directed, regulated fishery 
subject to management measures. This will likely result in better accountability and 
reporting of catch and landings data along with improved control systems for these 
species. 



IOTC



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

Spanish purse seiners 
(ESP OFR PS VL40XX): 

- Most important EU fleet in the IOTC area.
- 70% of activity in IOTC area.
- 151 509 tonnes in 2017 (+11%)
- Landings estimated at €332m.
- Skipjack tuna, yellowfin tuna and bigeye.
- Profitable,

- GVA €106 million,
- Gross profit €48 million
- Net profit €5.8 million.



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

Spanish longliners : 

- < 10% of activity in the IOTC area 

- 7,013 tonnes (-15% compared to 2016) 

- Main target species blue shark & 
swordfish 

- Profitable?  No economic performance 
estimates made.



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

French purse seiners 

- 60% of activity in the IOTC area 
- 66,946 tonnes (-2% compared to 2016) 
- Main target species skipjack, yellowfin, 

bigeye. 
- Landings estimated at €93m. 
- Revenue estimated at €95 million 
- GVA €14 million, 
- Gross loss €13 million 



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

French Reunion longliners

- 1,170 tonnes (-38% compared to 2016) 
- Main target species swordfish, yellowfin, 

bigeye, albacore. 

Limited data available 



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

Italian purse seiner 

- 5,931 tonnes (+57% compared to 2016) 

- 1 vessel over 40m LOA (ITA PS VL40XX) 
fishing exclusively in IOTC 

- Main target species skipjack, yellowfin, 
bigeye. 

Limited data available 



MS fleets and segments operating in the IOTC region

Portuguese longliner fleet 

- 3,743 tonnes (+10% compared to 2016) 
- Madeira longliners between 24-40m 
- Mainland longliners between 24m + 

fishing exclusively in international waters 
- Main target species swordfish, blue shark, 

mako, bigeye. 
- Activity of each of these fleet segments 

was less than 25% 


