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Introduction
Who am I?

• Sociologist
• Wageningen Marine Research (NL) & 

Delta Climate Center (NL)
• Research themes: science-industry 

research collaboration, integrating 
fishers’ experiential knowledge, 
fisher(ies) behaviour studies, policy 
impacts on fishing and coastal 
communities

• Previous roles: PhD research, Dutch 
fishing industry, Marine Stewardship 
Council
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Introduction
My role in ICES

• Chair of the Human 
Dimension Steering Group 
(HUDISG)

• Member of Science 
Committee (SCICOM)

• Member of Working Group on 
Social Dimensions 
(WGSOCIAL)

• Member of Working Group on 
Innovative Fishing Gear

• Chair of several expert groups
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Why a Human Dimension Steering Group?

the marine 
ecosystem 

= 
a social-

ecological 
system

Figure adapted from: (Resilience Alliance 2007)
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Human Dimensions in ICES
The Human Dimension Steering Group

• Link “human dimension” and other 
SGs, SCICOM & ACOM

• Provide methods, tools & assessment 
frameworks as part of integrated, co-
produced science and advice

• Develop social and economic 
indicators 

• Explore social-ecological change
• Assess socioeconomic impacts of 

management actions
• Investigate resilient futures

Cartoon: Bas Köhler, in: Thébaud et al., 2017

https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsw252
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Our HUDISG expert groups
• WGBESEO - Working Group on Balancing Economic, Social, and Ecological Objectives in Integrated 

Assessments

• WGECON - Working Group on Economics

• WGENGAGE - Working Group on Stakeholder Engagement

• WGHIST - Working Group on the History of Fish and Fisheries

• WGING - Working Group on Innovative Fishing Gear

• WGMARS - Working Group on Maritime Systems

• WGRMES - Working Group on Resilience and Marine Ecosystem Services

• WGMPCZM - Working Group Marine Planning and Coastal Zone Management 

• WGSOCIAL - Working Group on Social Dimensions

• WKPartMod2 – 2nd Workshop on Participatory Modelling

• WKGuideSSM - Workshop on developing Guidance for application of Social Science Methods within ICES

• Guest: WGSEDA – Working Group on Social and Economic Dimensions of Aquaculture

https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGBESEO.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGBESEO.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGECON.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGECON.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGENGAGE.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGENGAGE.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGHIST.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGHIST.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGING.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGING.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGMARS.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGMARS.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGRMES.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGRMES.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/pages/wgmpczm.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/pages/wgmpczm.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGSOCIAL.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGSOCIAL.aspx
mailto:https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKPARTMOD2.aspx
mailto:https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKPARTMOD2.aspx
mailto:https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKGUIDESSM.aspx
mailto:https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKGUIDESSM.aspx
mailto:https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGSEDA.aspx
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Science Plan

ICES Science Plan

https://issuu.com/icesdk/docs/ices_science_plan_2025
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Advice

ICES Advisory Plan

https://issuu.com/icesdk/docs/ices_advisory_plan_2025
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Advice with human dimensions contributions

• Subsequent advice 2023 developed PESTEL framework for assessing barriers and 
opportunities for systematic uptake of gear innovations

• 2026 advice will assess uptake of various gears using PESTEL 

Full advice summary: https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7513 

mailto:https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.24212694
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7513
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7513
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Advice with human dimensions contributions

Ecosystem 
Overviews (EOs)
• Social and economic 

section
• Fishing communities map

• Available for EO Celtic 
Ecoregion, EO Greater 
North Sea

• Will move into Fisheries 
Overviews

Source: https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.25713033 

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.25713033
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.25713033
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Human Dimensions in ICES
Advice with human dimensions contributions

Full advice summary: https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328 

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28759328


Agenda

Human Dimensions in ICES
Fishing opportunities advice

• No human dimensions considerations
• Not requested by ICES advice requesters
• Social and economic assessments for ‘the options table’ is possible
• Indicator development is needed and ongoing
• Clear social and economic objectives in fisheries policies would help
• Increasing attention for social and economic objectives, indicators and data 

collection in EU DGMARE
• A ‘demonstration advice’ may be the way forward



www.ices.dk ICESmarine icesmarine

ICESmarine @icesmarine.bsky.social

Explore, connect, engage

Thank you
nathalie.steins@wur.nl 
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/HUDISG.aspx 

http://www.ices.dk/
https://www.facebook.com/ICESmarine/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icesmarine/
https://www.youtube.com/ICESmarine
https://bsky.app/profile/icesmarine.bsky.social
mailto:nathalie.steins@wur.nl
https://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/HUDISG.aspx
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