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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES
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i The Director-General

Brussels,
MARE/Unit.B2/EMG

Dear Mr. Lépez,

I thank you for your correspondence of 12 September 2025 (Ref.: R-03-Ej.19 (2025-
2026)/WG1-WG2) transmitting the LDAC’s advice on sustainability and
competitiveness within  RFMOs. We have carefully examined the advice and
recommendations therein and | am pleased to address here some of the most salient
issues you have raised.

Let me start with your recommendation to increase investment in science and human
resources. The Commission strives to optimise its human and financial resources in line
with the overall priorities of the Union as agreed at political level. Within this
framework, DG MARE has systematically attached a primary importance to the defence
of our interests in the domain of external fishery. This has allowed us so far to cover all
working groups and meetings deemed essential to date. Furthermore, | would like to
stress that we maintain an open communication with other DGs within the Commission
to ensure better decision-making and a systematic coordination of positions in different
areas. On the attendance to LDAC meetings, we already answered to your letter dated 7
October 2025. DG MARE remains committed to ensuring effective communication with
the LDAC, through systematic debriefings of annual meetings.

Regarding the transposition of resolutions, we are striving to improve the timeline of the
transposition by working through yearly omnibus proposals covering the outcome of all
RFMOs activity of the previous year. That being said, the necessary procedures need to
be followed, and scrutiny needs to be done by the co-legislators, of course.

Let me also reassure you that the Commission is fully aware of the challenges currently
faced by the EU fleet and is committed to continue to defend the level playing field for
EU operators through our work in RFMOs, as reflected in the mission letter of
Commissioner Kadis and in the Ocean Pact. We are actively supporting the
competitiveness of the EU fleet by endorsing proposals aimed at aligning standards. You
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will appreciate that while the EU is actively addressing these issues in RFMOs, the
outcome of these discussions depends on the will and cooperation of other CPCs. Despite
this challenge, we have some notable successes to show, such as the adoption of the
VMS proposals in SIOFA and SPRFMO, for example.

Regarding your feedback on the EU free trade agreements (FTASs), these include chapters
on trade and sustainable development that contain provisions on sustainable management
of marine resources and aquaculture. These provisions require that parties to the
agreement participate actively in the work of the RFMOs to which they are members,
observers or cooperating with non-contracting parties, with the aim of achieving good
fisheries governance and sustainable fisheries. Examples of such participation are the
promotion of scientific research and the adoption of conservation and management
measures based on best available scientific information; the strengthening of compliance
mechanisms; the undertaking of periodical performance reviews; the adoption of
effective control, monitoring, surveillance measures; and enforcement of the RFMOs'
management measures. They also include the adoption and implementation of catch
documentation or certification schemes and port state measures. These provisions are
subject to the dispute settlement mechanisms laid down in the FTAs.

The Commission also takes good note of your recommendation on the EU's Autonomous
Tariff Quotas (ATQ) regime, which is a long-standing instrument that aims to ensure that
the EU processing industry has access to raw materials that are not available in the EU in
sufficient quantities and/or at competitive prices. Unlike other trade instruments in the
EU imports regime, the ATQ regime does not include sustainability criteria for operators
wanting to access the reduced or zero-tariff quotas. The Commission is currently
conducting a back-to-back evaluation and impact assessment of the ATQ regime to
assess the possible introduction of sustainability criteria in the upcoming regulatory
period (2027-2029). Any potential future action will consider the results of the Call for
Evidence and public consultation that were conducted in the last year.

Please also note that matters related to forced labour are under the remit of the
Directorate-General for the Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
(GROW) and the Directorate-General for Trade and Economic Security (TRADE).
However, a regulation on prohibiting products made with forced labour on the Union
market was adopted in December 2024 (1).

On BBNJ, the Commission considers that establishing appropriate cooperation and
coordination processes with and amongst relevant instrument, frameworks and bodies
(IFBs) such as RFMOs is an issue that is fundamental to the successful implementation
of the Agreement. In the BBNJ Preparatory Commission the EU and its Member States
consistently argue that the cooperation and coordination processes established by the
BBNJ should help promote coherence between actions carried out in different fora that
contribute to the objectives of the BBNJ Agreement; and support relevant IFBs in
working together and with the BBNJ Agreement. In the view of the EU and its Member
States the objective is for the BBNJ to act as a catalyst between relevant IFBs, to build on
rather than duplicate. Horizontal coordination among the Commission and EU Member
States is of course a priority in the context of the synergies between BBNJ and RFMOs.

1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/req/2024/3015/0j/eng



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/3015/oj/eng

I am looking forward to our continued fruitful cooperation. Should you have further
questions on this reply, please contact Ms Julia Rubeck, our Advisory Councils
coordinator, via the functional mailbox MARE-AC@ec.europa.eu.

Yours sincerely,

Charlina VITCHEVA

Alexandre Rodriguez alexandre.rodriguez@Idac.eu, Manuela
Iglesias manuela.iglesias@Idac.eu; Marta de Lucas
secretaria@Idac.eu

Cc.C..
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