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The 2018 Annual Economic Report

A comprehensive overview of the 
latest information available on the 
structure and economic performance 
of EU Member States (MS) fishing 
fleets. 
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(3) EU FLEET OVERVIEW

• Overview of the EU Fishing Fleet

• Economic Performance Indicators

• Assessment for 2017 and 2018

• EU small-scale coastal fleet (SSCF)

• Main drivers and trends 

• Summary data tables by MS 
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• STECF EWG 1709 strongly recommended that MS make an effort to collect 
and recover economic data on their outermost region fishing fleets. 

• The distant water fleet: "all EU registered vessels above 24 metres LOA 
operating predominately in non-EU waters". This covers all DCF fleet 
segments over 24m allocated to the supra-region “OFR”  with more than 
50% of their effort (by days at sea) occurring in non-EU waters. 

• EWG 1807 agreed to restructure the OFR region section into two distinct 
sections: (1) the Outermost Region (OMR) and (2) Long Distant Fisheries 
(LDF) both pertaining to Other Fishing Regions. 

Background



1) Outermost Regions (OMR) EEZs of Canary Islands; Azores and Madeira; 
Guyana, Antilles (Martinique and Guadeloupe), Reunion and Mayotte 
(France); 

2) Long Distance Fleets operating in ‘Other Regions’, including all fishing 
areas outside EU waters and in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction, 
covered by Regional Fisheries Management Bodies, 
NAFO, ICCAT, IOTC, International waters of the Mediterranean Sea, 
NEAFC, WECAFC and CECAF 
Fishing areas within the EEZ of third countries regulated sustainable 
fisheries partnership agreements (SFPAs) and private agreements. 



Regional fisheries management organizations



NAFO and CECAF NEAFC

ICCAT – CICTA - CICAA IOTC – CTOI



Composition of the LD Fleet

Member State ICCAT IOTC NAFO NEAFC CECAF Vessels Fleet
Spain 127 30 17 73 40 287 50%
France 10 12 85 107 19%
Portugal 50 5 9 11 12 87 15%
Germany 27 27 5%
Latvia 9 12 21 4%
Lithuania 9 9 18 3%
United Kingdom 14 14 2%
Italy 1 7 8 1%
The Netherlands 7 7 1%
Poland 2 2 0%

187 48 26 228 89 578
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ICCAT IOTC NAFO NEAFC CECAF Total
GT 54,882 79,505 38,105 172,492
kW 101,062 117,801 42,715 261,578

Average GT 293 1,656 1,466 298

ICCAT IOTC NAFO NEAFC CECAF Total
Employment (FTEs) 2,865 1,582 798 3,392 2,172 10,809
Fishing Days 35,472 8,958 2,879 52,978 19,714 120,001
Landings €millions €248 €364 €106 €702 €308 €1,728
€/FTE €86,422 €230,088 €132,832 €207,081 €141,972
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Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NAFO) FAO Area 21 

Fisheries: Ground fish, shrimp, and pelagic redfish.

Catches: 50,893 tonnes in 2017 - Downward trend 2000 to 2017, 

Fleet: 26 Vessels; 38,105 GT; 42,715 kW

Effort: 2,879 Fishing Days

Employment: 798 FTEs

Landings: €106 million

Landings/FTE: €132,832



Trends in Total Catch
Includes Greece & Croatia

Catches have seen a downward trend over the period 2000 to 2017, oscillating mainly due to 
Spanish catches and reaching a low in 2016 before recovering slightly in 2017 



Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators



Landings of top six species (2016)



Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators



Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators



Other points

• Average wage €17,300; Portugal €54,400; Spain €16,900. 

• Labour productivity (GVA/FTE) €78,400; Germany €290,000; UK 22,000. 

• Low, stable fuel prices, higher market prices (demersal trawlers). 

• Witch flounder 3NO reopened 2015; low TAC may result in discarding 
problem. 

• Greenland halibut Management Strategy implemented in 2018 (TAC 
17,500t). 

• 2018 benchmark review of cod (3M) HCR will be a major challenge for the 
NAFO fleet. Potentially lower catch levels have a socio-economic impact 
in the mid/long-term, in particular, for the Spanish and Portuguese 
demersal trawlers targeting this stock. 



International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT)

Fisheries: 20 tuna and tuna-like species or stocks.

Catches: 549,100t 2016; 

EU MS catches 200,000 tonnes and stable



International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT)

• EWG decided only fleets > 24 m LOA  with high dependency included in analysis. 

• At least 60% of fleet’s landed value was taken from the ICCAT RA in 2016.

• Segments included a total of 187 vessels (France, Portugal & Spain). 



International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT)

Fisheries: 20 tuna and tuna-like species or stocks.

Catches: 549,100 tonnes in 2016; EU catches 200,000 tonnes and stable 

Fleet: >187 Vessels; >54,882 GT; >101,062 kW

Effort: >35,472 Fishing Days

Employment: >2,865 FTEs

Landings: >€248 million

Landings/FTE: €84,442



Catch by Fishing Nation



Trends in Total Catch

EU MS production levels have remained relatively stable over the period 2008 to 2016, with 
fluctuations below 15% between years, with the exception of 2008 



Trends in Total Catch



Trends in Total Catch



Catch Composition (Tonnes) by Species
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ICCAT nominal catches by all EU MS fleets 





• Spanish vessels landed 90% of all blue shark (39kt) and albacore tuna (8.3kt), 

87% of swordfish (7.3kt), and 51% of bigeye tuna (3.7kt). 

• France landed 93% of yellowfin (26kt), 68% of skipjack (19kt), and 27% of bigeye 

(3.7kt).

• Portugal landed 10% of all blue shark (4.2kt) and 13% of swordfish (1.1kt).









International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT)

• EWG decided only fleets > 24 m LOA  with high dependency included in analysis. 

• At least 60% of fleet’s landed value was taken from the ICCAT RA in 2016.



Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators
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Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators



• The better economic performance (profit margin) reported for 
hook and line and (to a lesser extent) surface longliners over 
purse seiners can be partially explained by the higher fuel 
efficiency of these vessels resulting in lower average fuel 
consumed per day at sea, and, the average price paid for 
much of their catch, in particular swordfish and blue shark. 

• Both low fuel costs and high average prices (for key stocks) 
remained relatively stable in 2016 and this has contributed 
positively to the economic performance of this fleet generally 
and surface longliners and purse seiners in particular. 



Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)

Fisheries: 16 tuna and tuna-like species or stocks.

Catches: EU MS catches 220,000 tonnes, 

Fleet: 48 Vessels; 79,505 GT; 117,801 kW

Effort: 8,958 Fishing Days

Employment: 1,582 FTEs

Landings: €364 million

Landings/FTE: €230,088

Main Species Yellowfin, skipjack, bigeye tuna, swordfish and blue shark. 



EU IOTC Fleet

Member State IOTC
Italy 1
Portugal 5 GT 79,505 Employment (FTEs) 1,582

France 12 kW 117,801 Fishing Days 8,958
Spain 30 kW/GT 1.48 Landings €millions €364

Total 48 Average GT 1,656 €/FTE €230,088





Landings analysed by working group 

Landings reported to IOTC



Trends in Fishing Activity and Landings



Trends in catch data (t) for the main EU fleets 



Trends in catch data (t) for the main EU fleets 



Trends in catch data (t) for the main EU fleets 



Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)



Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators
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Capacity, activity and profitability Indicators



Performance by Fleet Segment

• All segments made a gross profit in 2016; 
• Profit margins 17% or higher. 
• Spanish purse seiners (>40m) had the highest landed value €252.7 million

French purse seiners €84.6 million
Spanish longliners €20.1 million. 

• The combined Spanish longliner fleet generated EUR 4.1 million in gross 
profits in 2016. 

• The Spanish purse seine over 40m segment obtained the highest profit 
margin (29%), followed by the Spanish longliner segment over 40m and 
then then Portuguese longliner fleet (22%). 



Most long distance fleets generated profit in 

2016,

• EU NAFO Fleet 39% Gross

• EU ICCAT Fleet 20% Gross

• EU IOTC Fleet 25% Gross

• NEAFC 8% – 40% Gross 

• CECAF 8% – 40% Gross 

Performance Indicators



• A considerable amount of work done in 2018 

reorganizing this section of the report.

• The result is a much more ‘user friendly’ document.

• Still significant data issues, and some member 

states remain reluctant to present information for 

small fleets.

• Detailed data is not yet available for many and this 

causes problems disaggregating results.






